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Avraham lifted his

eyes: he saw a ram

caught by its horns
in a thicket

READINGS FOR ROSH HASHANAH

Questions for Day 1:

FIRST ALIYAH: Yitzchak is circumcised on the eighth day, but when was Yishmael circumcised
and how does this explain the different approaches of Judaism and Islam to their shared
custom?

MAFTIR: Read the sacrificial description carefully. Other than that we have replaced sacrifices
with prayers, are we following the rules set out here?

Questions for Day 2:

FIRST ALIYAH:Considering what day this is, are there any connections in this tale of the
Binding of Isaac (Akedat Yitzchak) and Rosh Hashanah?

FOURTH ALIYAH We are told that Avraham and his servant lads returned to Beersheva. What
else might it be telling us?

Please note: These pages contain sacred text and must be treated accordingly.
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Reaoding for €the First Day of Rosh Hashanah

The Eternal now remembered Sarah; the Eternal did for Sarah as promised, so that
she became pregnant and bore a son to Avraham in his old age, at the exact time
God had told him. Avraham named his newborn son, whom Sarah had borne to him,
Yitzchak. When his son Yitzchak was eight days old, Avraham circumcised him, as
God had commanded him.

[SHENI] Avraham was 100 years old when his son Yitzchak was born. Sarah said,
“God has brought me laughter; all who hear will laugh with me.” And she added,
“Who would have dared say to Avraham, ‘Sarah shall nurse children’? Yet | have
borne a son in his old age!” The child grew and was weaned, and on Yitzchak’s
weaning day, Avraham held a great feast. Now Sarah saw the son that Hagar the
Egyptian had borne to Avraham, playing. She said to Avraham, “Throw this slave girl
and her son out. The son of this slave girl is not going to share in the inheritance
with my son Yitzchak!” This grieved Avraham greatly, on account of his son. But God
said to Avraham, “Do not be grieved over the boy or your slave. Do whatever Sarah
tells you, for it is through Yitzchak that offspring shall be called yours.

[SH'LISHI] Yet | will also make a nation out of the children of the slave’s son, for he,
too, is your offspring.” Early next morning, Avraham got up and took bread and a
waterskin and handed them to Hagar, placing them and the boy on her shoulder.
Then he cast her out; trudging away, she wandered aimlessly in the wilderness of
Beersheva. When the water in the skin was all gone, she cast the child away under
a bush; she walked away and sat down on the other side at a remove of about a
bowshot, thinking: “Let me not see the child’s death.” There, on the other side, she
sat and wept in a loud voice. God heard the boy’s cry, and from heaven an angel of
God called to Hagar and said, “What is troubling you, Hagar? Have no fear, for God
has heard the cry of the lad where he is.Get up, lift the boy, and hold him with your
hand, for | am going to make of him a great nation.” God then opened her eyes, and
she saw a well. She went and filled the skin with water and gave the boy to drink.
God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness and became a
bowman. He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took him a wife from
the land of Egypt.
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[R’VI-I] At that time Avimelech and Phichol, the commander of his army, said to
Avraham, “God is with you in all that you do. Swear to me now that you will not be
false to me, my progeny, or my posterity; do me and the land in which you have
been staying as much kindness as | have done to you.” Avraham replied, “I will
swear.” But Avraham rebuked Avimelech on account of the water well that
Avimelech’s servants had stolen, and Avimelech replied, “I do not know who did this;
you certainly never told me, nor did | ever hear of it until today.” Avraham then took
sheep and oxen and gave them to Avimelech, and the two of them forged a treaty.

[CHAMISHI] Avraham then set aside seven lambs of the flock. When Avimelech
said, “What do these seven lambs that you have set aside signify?” Avraham replied,
“So that you take the seven lambs from me as my testimony that | dug this well.”
That is why that place is called Beersheva, for there the two of them took an oath.
They forged a treaty in Beersheva; then Avimelech and Phichol, the commander of
his army, got up and returned to the land of the Philistines, while Avraham planted a
tamarisk and called upon the Name of the Eternal, the everlasting God; he stayed in
the land of the Philistines a long time.

[MAFTIR] In the seventh month, on the first of the month, it shall be a sacred
occasion for you: you shall refrain from any skilled labor; it is a day of the blaring [of
the shofar]. You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to the Lord: one bull
of the herd, one ram, and seven yearling lambs, without blemish. The meal offering
with them—choice flour with oil mixed in—shall be: three-tenths of a measure for a
bull, two-tenths for a ram, and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. And there
shall be one goat for a sin offering, to make expiation in your behalf—in addition to
the burnt offering of the new moon with its meal offering and the regular burnt
offering with its meal offering, each with its libation as prescribed, offerings by fire of
pleasing odor to the Lord.
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Haftarah for the First Day of Rosh Hashanan

There was a man from Ramatayim [a/k/a Ramanh] Of the Tzufites, in the hill country of
Efrayim, whose name was Elkanah ben Y’rocham ben Elihu ben Tokhu ben Tzuf, an
Efrayimite. He had two wives, one named Chanah and the other P’ninah; P’ninah had
children, but Chanah was childless. This man used to go up from his town every year to
worship and to offer sacrifice to the Lord of Hosts at Shiloh. Chofni and Pinchas, the two
sons of Eli, were priests of the Lord there. One such day, Elkanah offered a sacrifice.
He used to give portions to his wife P’ninah and to all her sons and daughters; but to
Chanah he would give one portion only—though Chanah was his favorite—for the Lord
had closed her womb. Moreover, her rival would make her miserable by taunting her
that the Lord had closed her womb. Thus he did year after year: Every time she went up
to the House of the Lord, the other would taunt her, so that she wept and would not eat.
Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Chanah, why are you crying and why aren’t you
eating? Why are you so sad? Am | not more devoted to you than ten sons?” After they
ate and drank at Shiloh, Chanah rose [Septuagint adds “and stood before the Lord”} the priest Eli was
sitting on the seat near the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. In her wretchedness, she
prayed to the Lord, weeping all the while. And she made this vow: “O Lord of Hosts, if
You will look upon the suffering of Your maidservant and will remember me and not
forget Your maidservant, and if You will grant Your maidservant a male child, | will
dedicate him to the Lord for all the days of his life; and no razor shall ever touch his
head.” As she kept on praying before the Lord, Eli watched her mouth. Now Chanah
was praying in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice could not be heard, so Eli
thought she was drunk. Eli said to her, “How long will you make a drunken spectacle of
yourself? Sober up [iit. “remove your wine from you™]!” And Chanah replied, “Oh no, my lord! | am
a very unhappy woman. | have drunk no wine or other strong drink, but | have been
pouring out my heart to the Lord. Do not take your maidservant for a worthless woman; |
have only been speaking all this time out of my great anguish and distress.” “Then go in
peace,” said Eli, “and may the God of Israel grant you what you have asked of Him.”
She answered, “You are most kind to your handmaid.” So the woman left, and she ate,
and was no longer downcast. Early next morning, they bowed low before the Lord, and
they went back home to Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Chanah and the Lord
remembered her. Chanah conceived, and at the turn of the year bore a son. She named
him Sh’muel [sha’ul meiel, “asked of God”], meaning, “l asked the Lord for him.” And when the
man Elkanah and all his household were going up to offer to the Lord the annual
sacrifice and his votive sacrifice, Chanah did not go up. She said to her husband, “When
the child is weaned, | will bring him. For when he has appeared before the Lord, he
must remain there for good.” Her husband Elkanah said to her, “Do as you think best.
Stay home until you have weaned him. May the Lord fulfill His word.” So the woman
stayed home and nursed her son until she weaned him.

When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along with three bulls, one ephah
of flour, and a jar of wine. And though the boy was still very young, she brought him to
the House of the Lord at Shiloh. After slaughtering the bull, they brought the boy to Eli.
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She said, “Please, my lord! As you live, my lord, | am the woman who stood here beside
you and prayed to the Lord. “It was this boy | prayed for; and the Lord has granted me
what | asked of Him. “I, in turn, hereby lend him to the Lord. For as long as he lives he is
lent to the Lord.” And they bowed low there before the Lord. And Chanah prayed: “My
heart exults in the Lord; | have triumphed [iit. “my horn is high”) through the Lord. | gloat over
my enemies [lit. “my mouth is wide”]; | rejoice in Your deliverance. “There is no holy one like
the Lord. Truly, there is none beside You; there is no rock like our God. “Talk no more
with lofty pride, let no arrogance cross your lips! For the Lord is an all-knowing God; by
Him are actions measured. “The bows of the mighty are broken, and the faltering are
girded with strength. “Men once sated must hire out for bread; men once hungry hunger
no more. While the barren woman bears seven, the mother of many is forlorn. “The Lord
deals death and gives life, casts down into Sheol and raises up. “The Lord makes poor
and makes rich; He casts down, He also lifts high. “He raises the poor from the dust, lifts
up the needy from the dunghill, setting them with nobles, granting them seats of honor.
For the pillars of the earth are the Lord’s; He has set the world upon them. “He guards
the steps of His faithful, but the wicked perish in darkness—for not by strength shall
man prevail. “The foes of the Lord shall be shattered; He will thunder against them in
the heavens. The Lord will judge the ends of the earth. He will give power to His king,
And triumph to [lit. “and will raise the horn of”] His anointed one [mashiach].”
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Reading for the Second Day of Rosh Hashanah

After these things, God tested Avraham, saying to him, “Avraham!” And he said,
“‘Here | am.” [God] said, “Take your son, your only one, the one you love, Yitzchak,
and go forth to the land of Moriah. Offer him there as a burnt-offering, on one of the
mountains that | will show you.” Avraham rose early, saddled his donkey, chopped
wood for the burnt-offering, took Yitzchak his son and his two lads, and set out for
the place that God had spoken of to him.

[SHENI] On the third day, Avraham lifted up his eyes and saw the place from afar.
Avraham said to his servant lads, “Stay here with the donkey; the lad and | will go
yonder. We will worship and return to you.” Avraham then took the wood for the
burnt-offering and laid it on Yitzchak his son; in his own hand he held the firestone
and the knife. And the two of them went on together. Yitzchak then said to Avraham
his father, “Father!” He answered: “Here | am, my son.” And Yitzchak said, “Here is
the firestone and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt-offering?” Avraham
replied, “God will see to the lamb for the burnt-offering, my son.” And the two of them
went on together.

[SH'LISHI] They came to the place that God had shown him. There Avraham built
the altar and arranged the wood and bound Yitzchak his son and laid him on the
altar, upon the wood. Avraham now reached out and took the knife to slay his son,
but out of heaven an angel of the Eternal called to him, saying, “Avraham, Avraham!”
He replied: “Here | am.” [The angel] then said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad; do
nothing to him; for now | know that you are one who fears God, as you did not
withhold your son, your only one, from Me.” Avraham lifted his eyes: he now could
see a ram [just] after it was caught by its horns in a thicket. Avraham went and took
the ram and offered it as a burnt-offering in place of his son. Avraham named that
place Adonai Yir'eh; to this day people say: “On the mount of the Eternal, [God] will
be seen.”

11
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[R’VI-I] Then out of heaven an angel of the Eternal called to Avraham a second time,
saying, “By Myself | swear, says the Eternal One, that because you did this thing, and
did not withhold your son, your only one, | will bless you greatly, and make your
descendants as numerous as the stars of heaven and the sands of the seashore, and
your descendants shall take possession of the gates of their foes. And through your
descendants the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you hearkened to My
voice.” Avraham then returned to his servant lads; they got up and traveled together to
Beersheva, and Avraham settled in Beersheva.

[CHAMISHI] And after all these things, Avraham was told the following: Milcah, she too
has borne sons, to your brother Nachor—Utz his firstborn, his brother Buz, Kemuel
father of Aram, Keshed, Chazo, Pildash, Yidlafh, and B’tuel. B’tuel fathered Rivkah.
These eight did Milcah bear to Nachor, Avraham’s brother. And his concubine—her
name was R'umah—she too bore: Tevach, Gacham, Tachash, and Maacah.

[MAFTIR] In the seventh month, on the first of the month, it shall be a sacred occasion
for you: you shall refrain from any skilled labor; it is a day of the blaring [of the shofar].
You shall present a burnt offering of pleasing odor to the Lord: one bull of the herd, one
ram, and seven yearling lambs, without blemish. The meal offering with them—choice
flour with oil mixed in—shall be: three-tenths of a measure for a bull, two-tenths for a
ram, 4and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs. And there shall be one goat for a sin
offering, to make expiation in your behalf—in addition to the burnt offering of the new
moon with its meal offering and the regular burnt offering with its meal offering, each
with its libation as prescribed, offerings by fire of pleasing odor to the Lord.

13
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Haftarah for the Second Day of Rosh Hashanan

Thus said the Lord: The people escaped from the sword, Found favor in the
wilderness; when Israel was marching homeward the Lord revealed Himself to me of
old. Eternal love | conceived for you then; therefore | continue My grace to you. | will
build you firmly again, O Maiden Israel! Again you shall take up your timbrels and go
forth to the rhythm of the dancers. Again you shall plant vineyards on the hills of
Samaria; men shall plant and live to enjoy them. For the day is coming when
watchmen shall proclaim on the heights of Ephraim: Come, let us go up to Zion, to
the Lord our God! For thus said the Lord: Cry out in joy for Jacob, shout at the
crossroads of the nations! Sing aloud in praise, and say: Save, O Lord, Your people,
the remnant of Israel. | will bring them in from the northland, gather them from the
ends of the earth—yhe blind and the lame among them, those with child and those
in labor—in a vast throng they shall return here. They shall come with weeping, and
with compassion will | guide them. | will lead them to streams of water, By a level
road where they will not stumble. For | am ever a Father to Israel, Ephraim is My
first-born. Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and tell it in the isles afar. Say: He
who scattered Israel will gather them, and will guard them as a shepherd his flock.
For the Lord will ransom Jacob, redeem him from one too strong for him. They shall
come and shout on the heights of Zion, radiant over the bounty of the Lord—over
new grain and wine and oil, and over sheep and cattle. They shall fare like a watered
garden, they shall never languish again. Then shall maidens dance gaily, young

men and old alike. | will turn their mourning to joy, | will comfort them and cheer
them in their grief. | will give the priests their fill of fatness, and My people shall enjoy
My full bounty—declares the Lord. Thus said the Lord: A cry is heard in
Ramah—uwailing, bitter weeping—Rachel weeping for her children. She refuses to
be comforted for her children, who are gone. Thus said the Lord: Restrain your voice
from weeping, your eyes from shedding tears; for there is a reward for your
labor—declares the Lord: They shall return from the enemy’s land. And there is hope
for your future—declares the Lord: Your children shall return to their country. | can
hear Ephraim lamenting: You have chastised me, and | am chastised like a calf that
has not been broken. Receive me back, let me return, for You, O Lord, are my God.
Now that | have turned back, | am filled with remorse; now that | am made aware, |
strike my thigh. | am ashamed and humiliated, for | bear the disgrace of my youth.
Whenever | have turned against him, my thoughts would dwell on him still. That is
why My heart yearns for him; | will receive him back in love—declares the Lord.
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